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Works continue to be carried out on the new course with the latest milestone that has been reached being the 
completed construction of the remaining four holes on the new land.  Following is a letter from Andrew 
Fechner, Integra providing a detailed update on the current status of the development and the strategy for 
completion of the remaining 7 holes that are contained within the existing back nine. 
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Ipswich Golf Club 

PO Box 3069 

West Ipswich   QLD 4305 

 
Re: IPSWICH GOLF CLUB – COURSE REDEVELOPMENT 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We are pleased to be able to inform the Club that the last 4 holes within the existing course are currently being 
planted, which will complete the construction for all of the 11 holes within the new course land. This represents 
approximately two thirds of the total course area. 
 
As the Club is aware, this project was not started as early as we would have wanted due to the time delays in 
obtaining Council approval. These delays in conjunction with one of the wettest summers in recent years, 
meant that the first grassing didn’t occur until March 2008.  
 
Whilst we have put considerable effort into establishing these holes, including planting a winter grass, we 
consider that there are still no holes suitable for play.  
 
Given the status of the grass establishment, it is now our opinion that we should continue to establish and 
maintain these holes for most, if not all of the summer and wet season to ensure they are not only suitable for 
play once they have been handed over to the Club, but the playing surface is mature and well rooted to 
prevent excessive wear during the first year of play whilst the grass is still in a juvenile state. 
 
It is now our opinion 7 holes (2, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16) could be handed over to the Club sometime in February or 
March 2009. The other 4 holes (3, 4, 5, and 6) may be handed over at the same time or in the following 
months, once they have reached a satisfactory level of establishment. 
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Construction of the remaining 7 holes contained wit hin the existing course 
 
As part of our undertaking to the club we are committed to providing 18 playable holes at all times, with the 
minimum use of temporary greens. 
 
Due to the timing described above, we are now in a position that we only have land available to construct 2 
holes within the existing course, with no more land being available before March 2008, being the predicted 
date when the new holes will come into play. 
 
We estimate there is between 16 and 20 weeks to complete the remaining holes. 
 
In view of the proposed Feb/March 2009 handover date and the 16 to 20 week construction period, we will 
commence work on the 7 holes in April / May 2009 to ensure we can start planting by the following September. 
Weather permitting, the remaining 7 holes would be completed by the end of 2009 and be suitable for play by 
early to mid 2010. 
 
We understand that the timing of the work for the remaining 7 holes may not be as early as the members had 
expected, but our primary focus is to complete a championship Golf Course that is in a well established state. 
To achieve this, we consider it necessary to establish as much of the course as possible through a summer, 
when grass and plant growth is optimised. 
 
We will continue to keep your board informed as to the progression of the works, as well as providing updates 
once the first holes are nearly ready for play. 
 
 
 
Sincerely 
Integra 
 

 
Andrew Fechner 
Land Development Manager Qld 
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Integra have also advised that they will continue to maintain the new 11 holes, construct cart pathways and 
finalise the planting of native grasses in the rough areas, in other words, put the finishing touches to the 
master piece.  

Integra will also be continuing with works on the old 11th and 12th holes and works to the dam on the old 14th to 
increase our storage capacity and take advantage of any summer rain fall.  So, as you see there is still a lot 
happening, albeit not as quickly as we had hoped, but as they say it is better to be sure than sorry. 

Currently we are working with Integra on a strategy to introduce two of the more established par 5’s on the 
new course into play so we can eliminate the two temporary greens and re-establish a Par 72 course.  It is 
hoped weather permitting that this could be achieved prior to Christmas.  

As previously planned the construction of the car park and the relocation of the pro shop will follow after the 
construction of the remaining holes. The construction of the much awaited buggy shed is now top priority, with 
quotes currently being assessed, Members will be kept up to date when information comes to hand.  

Andrew Fechner from Integra will be attending the AGM on the 9th November, so he will be able to answer any 
other questions you may have.   

Speaking of the AGM, due to the heavy Corporate Governance and other Statutory obligations placed on 
directors, the Secretary Manager will conduct an information evening for any members interested on Thursday 
the 16th October at 6.30pm. I strongly recommend this evening to any prospective candidate.  Please register 
your interest in attending this evening by calling the Club on 3812 0488. 
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The “City of Ipswich Open” will go ahead on the weekend of Oct. 18/19 even though a temporary course will 
be in play. 
Open to players of any handicap, the $4000 worth of trophies makes this our biggest yearly event. There are 
numerous events over both 36 and 18 holes. Approaches are worth a dozen balls each.  With each player 
restricted to one major trophy, you never know your luck with this number of events. 
 
Gailes Golf Club has been arranged for our lady members on Saturday 18th Oct. if they wish to play. 
 
Junior Development 
A submission has been forwarded to the “Sport and Recreation Dept.” of the Qld.Gov. requesting funding.  If 
accredited, it is hoped to offer a series of 6 weekly lessons to 20 students who have never tried golf. Our target 
group will be upper primary and secondary students. We simply need more Juniors coming through!  Stay 
tuned as we hope Shaun and Nathan will get this underway in October….bookings will be through the pro-
shop when we are sure we are accredited. 
 
Pro-Shop Handling Golf 
If you haven’t noticed, Steve, Shaun and Nathan now handle all golf issues at the club. 
 
Issues include timesheets, calling the field, marshalling, finalizing the cards, finalizing the competition, trophy 
allocation, handicapping and publishing results. The only “glitch” has been computer related with links to both 
Golflink and our website “falling down.”  Fingers crossed that all will run smoothly from this point! 
 
Timesheet Bookings 
 The pro-shop phone runs hot from 9am on a Friday. Keen members phone to book their times for Saturday 15 
days hence. More than half the sheet is booked by 11am.  There are mostly no problems with this!  However, 
there are problems when players booked in prime time positions fail to turn up or even phone in a cancellation. 
Someone else has missed out! 
 
The Golf Committee discusses this on a regular basis with a view to finding a solution. 
Step1; repeat offenders will be contacted. Step2; not in place as yet but it appears an invoice for $10 would 
not be out of place?  
 
Course 
Notice all tree stumps have been circled GUR and there are “drop zones” at each end of the wire protection 
fences on the 4th and 8th tees. 
 
Workplace, Health and Safety Laws do not permit us to enter a worksite under any circumstances. It is not 
permissible to take the DISQ. on holes 13 and 14 and enter the “out of bounds” areas with a view to collecting 
your ball and any others you see. As well, a DISQ is the responsibility of the person signing the card…not a 
series of rumours being bantered around the clubhouse! 
 
Pennants 
Best of luck to our M.D.G.A. Pennant players as their season has just started. The Challenge (handicap) is 
being captained by Rob Farraway and the Open Team by Ken (Kiwi) Robertson. Thanks for your hard work 
organizing your team! 
 
Unfortunately, other Moreton District Clubs could not field a Junior Team’ 08 so hopefully 2009 will see this 
division up and running again. 
                                          
 Yours in Golf, 
           Wayne Ziebell 
                (Acting Captain) 
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